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You are kindly invited to attend the opening of the exhibition on Thursday, May 21, at 8 p.m. at the Likovni salon Gallery.

The artist Borut Holland (born in Celje in 1956) is a certain phenomenon in contemporary Slovene art.  He graduated from Faculty for sociology, politology and journalism in Ljubljana. In the years of his study he followed the marxist philosophy and was active in circles around Škuc, Problemi and Tribuna.It is hard to define all of the fields and different media in which he was active. He was one of the pioneers of mail art in Slovenia, he dabbled with visual and concrete poetry, in the 1980s he published a book of poetry entitled Anti America (published by Škuc). Under the influence of various esoteric and spiritual practices he went on to form a subjective cosmology and a religious system into which he incorporated his entire artistic creativity, now so-called quantum art which comprehends artistic creation as exploring and revealing of the spiritual, ethereal world. There is no clear line between Hollands life and work, as there is no clear line between his working and resting, between his life and his art. So the exhibition aims to present his everyday life environment as well as the spiritual context that enables his work and existence.

Alongside painting, Holland occupies himself with drawings, collages and  video. His work was individually presented in Likovni salon Celje Gallery in 1995, in Gallery ŠKUC in Ljubljana in 1996, in the Gallery of Contemporary Art in Celje in 2002. Most important group presentation include The Town of Celje, alternative of the seventies, Likovni salon Celje Gallery 1998 and Gallery ŠKUC Ljubljana in 1999, The Town of  Celje, phantasms of the eighties, Likovni salon Celje Gallery in 2001, Slovene Visual and Concrete Poetry, Bežigrajska Galerija Ljubljana, 1999 and 2000, The First Line, Avant-Garde and Alternative Printers and Presses in Slovenia from Conceptualism to the Present, 26th Biennial of Graphic Arts, Ljubljana 2005. His mail art was presented in numerous mail art publications and exhibitions all over the world. 

“There are a number of ideas, then, that might colour or prejudice the understanding of Holland's work. But one of the truly distinctive things about Holland is the manner in which he resists neat categorisation under one or other rubric. Crucially the term 'Outsider Art', which might at first appear to be a convenient label for his output, is inappropriate, or at least less useful than it might seem. The term is most often associated with individuals (sometimes confined in institutions) who use art as a therapeutic outlet, or else with untaught 'primitive' or 'naïve' artists, often those living in remote or isolated communities. Holland fits none of these categories. Whilst he lives in a small cottage in the woods outside Celje, Holland is by no means cut off from the world around him; nor is he an untaught artist. A student in Ljubljana in the 1970s, Holland was a key figure in the radical arts scene there and in Celje, innovatively using forms such as collage and concrete poetry to interrogate and parody the predilections of the cultural-political élite. Furthermore, it's important to note, in this context, that Outsider Art very rarely finds its way into the mainstream of art, through either criticism or curation: invariably, it is presented as, at best, a distant parallel, divorced from the processes shaping 'real' art. Holland is very much aware of the conversations and currents in contemporary art, however much he might eschew them in producing his own work; and he continues to be a presence in the arts scene in Celje.” (Daniel Jewesbury)

The exhibition in Likovni salon Gallery puts on display Holland’s most recent paintings, collages and writings on the walls, drawn directly on the gallery walls by the artists. 

Exhibition design: artist Mark Požlep and curators 
Exhibition curators: Nevenka Šivavec and Petra Kapš
The publication on Holland’s (currently in print) work brings the interview with the artist by the show’s curator Nevenka Šivavec and three in-depth interpretations by co-curator and writer Petra Kapš, artist and writer Daniel Jewesbury and writer known as om-lekha.

