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'Following World War II a new name emerged for the Dutch people who collaborated with the Germans during the war; they became known as the BAD Dutch. The "old" concentration camps stayed open but they received new guests. The new regime at these camps emerged from the former. Frustrated individuals ran the "new" interns and this led to old treatments. When these prisoners were released they no longer possessed a Dutch identity. They became the other. Most of these people were quiet about this period and what preceded it. However, it remained a part of them and they raised their children with the knowledge you can be treated as WRONG at any time, merely because the circumstances force you to follow a certain path in order to remain alive. My grandfather was one of them.' (Erwin van Doorn)
The Dutch artist Erwin van Doorn (born 1971 in Schijndel, lives and works in Eindhoven) primarily develops his work in video, performance, action and installation. His work is processually oriented and in active interaction with the social environment. He often uses a collaborative approach where people come together in order to produce a new sense of communal experience. At the opening at Likovni salon gallery the visitors will be invited to participate in a game.
The project Penance and Rehabilitation is his first work to be presented in Slovenia. His new project will be shown for the very first time in Likovni salon Celje. The project deals with the experience of collective history. It uses a reconstruction of an individual’s story and experience dealing with all that was left unspoken after the war in the Netherlands and Europe to encourage people to reconsider the generally accepted history. The work discusses the post World War II period, when approximately 30,000 Dutch people (who collaborated with the occupying forces) were imprisoned in concentration camps and had their citizenships and citizen rights temporarily stripped from them.

Penance and rehabilitation is an installation made of objects, a map, a prayer and eight projections – one recorded testimony and a series of recorded actions (some of them took place in front of Dutch concentration camps Vught, Den Helder and Eijsden). These actions that speak about the struggle to preserve life are a way of revealing the unspoken as a starting point for a debate. Van Doorn's project is a work in progress that will end when the artist will visit all of the places that played an important role in the life path of his grandfather and other people during a traumatic war and post war period. The work is linked to factual historic events and reveals a different side to the official history and politics. It also questions the universal issues of guilt, silence, judgement, corporal punishment and suffering and emphasises the complexity of reality that is never merely a good/bad duality. 

Van Doorn's project Penance and Rehabilitation is a work of art based on ongoing research (testimonies, studying archives, books and the internet) that exposes various issues important for individuals, nations and society in general, for it establishes an active dialogue with the historic and contemporary truth.  

Erwin Van Doorn participated in Be(com)ing Dutch project organised by the Van Abbemuseum (Eindhoven) in 2008. With Something is Missing project (part one) he participated at Art 38 Basel. The Something is Missing project (part two) took place during Documenta 12 in Kassel. The work was presented during the Documenta Urbana. In 2006 his Escape Tour project was a part of European Art Festival in Hamburg. He collaborated in 360 Degrees project that was exhibited at New Museum New York in 2009.

His work was mentioned in Frieze and Control magazine. 
Exhibition curator: Irena Cercnik
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